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Minutes

Youth & Family Vision Force

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

In attendance: Ginny Krebs, Tammy Burns, Sheryl Barbich, Bryan Lynn, Steve Sanders, Ann Purcell, Debra Burris-Garofalo, Leslie Golich, Tom Corson

Presentation  - Senior Collaborative (Strategy #8, Action Item #2)

Ann Purcell, Project Coordinator for the Kern Senior Collaborative provided the group with an overview of the Senior Collaborative, which was started in the year 2000.  Their mission is to develop a shared vision of serving seniors, their families, and the community by building an interdependent system to address issues and opportunities.  Their goals our to bring public and private interest together and identify key issues and problems regarding our senior population as well as find solutions and encourage intergenerational cooperation.

They currently have five subcommittees: transportation, health care, long-term care services, housing, and community outreach.  According to Ann we have an estimated 100,000 people over 60 in Kern County and about 24% are people with disabilities.  Currently families provide the majority of care giving to their own family members, which can place a strain on the family emotionally and financially.  80% of the LTC is provided at home and 53% of the caregiver are under 65 year of age.  It is important that we outreach and educate our community on the many resources available to help support the care of family members as well as advocate for ways to enhance and continue to develop a senior friendly community for the"Graying America."

Currently under a LTC Innovation Grant the Senior Collaborative is working with many community groups, agencies, and business partners to find ways to allow adults to remain at home and enjoy independent lives in our community as well as link community service information at the local community level.  For more information about the Senior Collaborative and you can contact them at (661) 835-7625 or visit their website at www.kernseniors.com. 

Update - Youth Leadership Bakersfield (Strategy #11, Action Item #1)

Leslie Golich of Kaiser Permanente proudly shared with us that first Youth Leadership Bakersfield Class of 2002 graduated thirty members comprised of sophomores, juniors and seniors from eleven area high schools on May 22nd at the Seven Oaks Country Club.  The four-month intensive program helps youth to develop skills, knowledge and insights to become the leaders of tomorrow.  Leslie shared with us some of the comments from the year-end evaluation 9they were great!).

Update - Youth to Adult Transition Group Foster Care Committee from (Strategy #10, Action Item #10)

Ginny Krebs, from the Department of Human Services provided us with an update from the last Task Force meeting that was held this month.  The Task Force first assignment was to conduct a needs assessment of services currently available or unavailable for foster children exiting the system.  This part of the assessment has been completed and now they will be working on gathering information from the foster youth themselves so that they have a voice in deciding what is really needed to improve the transition from foster care to independence.  The housing sub-committee has completed their task of assessing the housing strengths and gaps for transitional age foster youth and provided the lager Task Force with its findings.  The mental health, education, health services, employment and transportation sub-committees are continuing to meet and will provide recommendations back to the larger group in several months.

Update - Vision Force Facilitation Team

Sheryl Barbich, President of Vision 2020, gave an overview of the mini-report out process adopted by Vision 2020 to help ensure there is a continued flow of progress reported out to the community.  The first mini-report out to the community was inregrads to the successful Downtown Charrette process.  The Facilitation Team continues to look for opportunities to recognize people who are contributing to helping the community "meet the vision" through the Sprit of Vision Award.  If anyone should have someone they would like to nominate they can contact Tom Corson or Sheryl Barbich.  She also informed us that the Image Task Force is almost finished with stage one and we may finally have metro statistics.  It is important to include the metro statistics so that we can better gage our community's progress.  Peter Smith from Kern Cog has agreed to monitor 8 to 10 areas to help identify trends.  We hope that the BPD and the County of Kern will assist as well.

Update - Community Safety (Strategy #6)

Bryan Lynn with the Bakersfield Police Department gave the group an overview of the two new sub-stations to be located at Hughes Lane and East 11th Street and Lakeview Avenues.  The BPD will operate out of the two sites during typical business hours with an Officer and community outreach and crime prevention staff.  A Hispanic liaison committee has been formed and will include two are students to represent the youth voice as well.  Bryan also shared the success of a mentor training in which 39 volunteers took part in from the Department provided by Family to Family.  The goal is to link the volunteers to a youth in need of mentoring and job skill development.  The PAL Center also has a new sign thanks to one of the Team's from this years' 2002 Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce Leadership Development Class.

Update - Child Care (Strategy #13) 
The group was excited to hear the good news from Tammy Burns who has been working with child care advocates and legislators to prevent cuts that the Governor had proposed in spring.  Tammy helped to mobilize 75 providers that went to the State Capital to help "educate" the mucky-mucks and the Governor on the drawbacks of the proposed cuts.  The hope is that the Governor will continue to be supportive of the current funding level for child care resources and the hardship it would create for working families if the cuts took place.

Update - Governors Budget 

Steve Sanders the Director of the Kern County Network for Children provided a brief overview of the local impact on children and families of the Governors proposed 2002-03 budget.  In early June the Budget Conference Committee began its work on specific budget proposals from the State Assembly and Senate.  This is the time when ideas are considered and a more complete picture of the impact of program cuts to specific programs begins to emerge.  However, one thing is clear – there will be key cuts to children’s services that have an impact statewide and locally.  The following are some of the details we know as of the beginning of June.  Steve will provide a more up-to-date analysis of the impacts of the State budget deficit at the next meeting.

· State is facing a projected shortfall of $23.6 BILLION for 2002-2003, which represents 30% of the State’s general fund;

· Proposed reduction of 20% ($175.9 million) in the local administration of key services such as Medi-Cal, food stamps, in-home supportive services, adoptions and foster care;

· Proposed reduction of $35 million in Early & Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) funding for key mental health services;

· Proposed reduction of $115.3 million in juvenile justice crime prevention programs;

· Proposed reduction of $9.2 million to fight the issue of methamphetamine in local communities;

· Elimination of new Healthy Start grant funding

The County of Kern is still assessing the impact of these proposed reductions on local services, however it is anticipated that Kern County will lose an estimated $33 million in key funding.

New Business - Reading Collaborative

Due to limited time and the newness of the Reading Collaborative, which came out of the Education Task Force, Steve Sanders was unable to go into much detail (Tom's fault).  He did state the goal is to form a collaborative consisting of agencies, grass roots groups, private sector and individuals that want to ensure that our children have every opportunity to be able to read at grade level and create a culture of reading.  He agreed to provide us with a more detailed overview at a latter date and ways that the Youth and Family task Force can assist. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 27th, @ 2:30 PM, Kern Co. Network for Children's Office, 307 E 21St, Bakersfield
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