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Minutes

Youth & Family Vision Force
Tuesday, November 28, 2006

In attendance: Tammy Burns, Sheryl Barbich, Deanna Cloud, Bill Rector, and    

                         Tom Corson
Vision 2020 Facilitation Team Update – Sheryl Barbich informed the group that there is still discussion talking place on updating the Bakersfield signage along the freeway.  She will be in attendance at a meeting next week for further discussion.

Sheryl also said that the City and County are working to update the Bakersfield metro-plan and have asked if Vision 2020 could assist with the facilitation of the community input part of the process.  Kern Cog has also received some grant money to be a part of a regional blue print plan process which will also be looking at land use issues.  There is a hope that the two efforts will work together maximizing resources as opposed to duplicating efforts.  

Child Care – Tammy Burns has been working with City and County to have child care language included in the Bakersfield metro-plan.  Tammy has also been successful in working with the city of Taft in having child care language built into their planning process.  Tammy stated that Taft has been very conscientious of the need for child care in the community as it is growing.  The community has a good supply of subsidized child care but lack parent fee child care.  So the goal will be to increase the number of parent fee providers.  Tammy has a draft template that city’s can use and plug their specific information in.  Tammy will be working with the Taft Planning Commission she is also working with planners from Delano and Shafter.

Community Policing / Root Causes of Crime - Chief Rector gave an overview of the local joint City and County gang meetings that have been taking place.  Chief Rector also informed the group that he will be in Fresno at their Gang Summit tomorrow to see if there are some best practices that can be shared between community’s on how to reduce gang activity.  The BPD has had great success in solving gang related homicides and the group noted that with the increase in population our community has done a good job in actually keeping gang activity and other crime down when you compare it to our growth.  The Kern Chiefs Association is looking at ways to create a common data system in which information can be warehoused form the different law enforcement agency’s in Kern as well as accessed by the different law enforcement agency’s.  This way an officer would have access to a more comprehensive history of an individual whether they are from BPD, Shafter Police Department, KCSO, etc.

Mental Health – Deanna Cloud said that the Kern Mental Health System Children’s System of Care is working on ways to enhance services to foster youth in need of mental health services.  Deanna has been facilitating meetings with other agency’s that serve the foster youth population and identifying the gaps and resources to fill those gaps as well as any needed policy change. The MHSA (Prop-63) has resulted in approximately 100 new positions increasing the ability to meet the mental health needs of our community.  They have been able to expand services to the identified undeserved as well as support the use of teams such as M.I.S.T., which is a multi-agency team that serves children and their families that have multi agency involvement and are in need of more intensive services.

Youth Leadership - Leslie Golich was unable to be in attendance but sent information in regards to the 2006-2007 Youth Leadership Class.  Leslie reported that applications were received for the 2006-2007 year from the local High Schools.  Applications were screened and interviews were held the week of November 6th.  The final recommendation for students needs to be ratified by the full board of the Chamber and the students should be notified of their acceptance by December 1st.  The first class is in January and the program will run through April. 

Next Meeting: February 27, 2007 @ 2:30 PM

(All meetings to be held at the KCNC Office)
