VISION 2020 Quality of Life

Date and time:  August 1, 2000

Location: KCSOS Access Center

	Attendance:
Adams, Barbich, Batey, Blaine, Bogart, Kilpatrick, Larwood, Moorhouse, O’Bannon, Omel, Pitts, Pryor, Radsick, Rector, 


True, Urata, Williams

Absent:
Murfin, Spaulding


	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	Call to order
	The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. Introductions, Reviewed Goals
	

	1. Goal No. 6  “A community that maximizes the use of trees, greenbelts, and water throughout the community, including walking and bike paths, neighborhood parks, and landscaped transportation resources.”


	· Proposed goal to have ten major tree-covered corridors that connect to the Kern River parkway, safe bike paths and GET bus routes by 2020 

· 30% shade canopy by 2020 – increase from current 1 million trees to 3 million.

· Institute updated tree ordinance in Bakersfield

· Master plan for Greater  Bakersfield for greenbelts, water elements trails and landscape corridors (connectors); “Bell” corridor- green belt corridor to connect to river.


	· Support the Kern River Parkway planting that is planned for this fall.

· Need plan to push a new tree ordinance, include incentives for developers to keep or put in trees, ordinance will dictate types of trees and locations of the trees (within parking lots rather than just around the edges

· Tree Foundation has research on most beneficial tree species. Make sure trees are the most environmentally “sound” with good canopy, using current research

· Ensure trees are maintained; involve schools in tree planting and maintenance

· Tree pruning by city and PG&E should be esthetically pleasing.

· Need alternate way to deal with “problem trees” (cracked sidewalks, etc.)

· Each person needs to plant 5 trees



	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	1. (Con’t)
	
	· By 2002 make current greenbelts and parks more desirable

· Leverage existing tree corridors

· Encourage developers to exceed minimum number of trees

· Twin- town apartments downtown. Combine business and housing in the same structure with gardens

· Spread out buildings to make them more pedestrian-oriented (not centered on parking lots)

· Use alternative walkway coverings- canopies- multi-colored attractive (e.g. Australia, Denver Int. Airport)

·  Keep “through-ways” through downtown to enable cars to travel through the area quickly, especially to a downtown high speed rail station

	2.  Goal No. 7 – A city that maximizes the river through the use of water elements that serve as cultural and recreational resources.


	· Connect waterways to downtown area; Use canals in downtown area in a visually attractive way.


	· Open up the water canals, take the fences down (examples: Fresno, San Antonio, Europe)

· Combine waterways with art shows or other cultural events to get the people to the areas and enable them to see the possibilities in 2001

· Give incentives for water park developers, encourage attractive development in Metro Park (by Kern County Museum)


	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	4. Other Business


	None
	

	5.
Adjournment
	There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 a.m.
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