MINUTES

DOWNTOWN VISION FORCE

Bakersfield Museum of Art – May 22, 2006

Present:  Sheryl Barbich; Sue Benham; John Fallgatter; Bernie Herman; Donna Kunz; and John Stinson

Bernie Herman, Co-chair, called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m.

I. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of March 13, 2006 were approved as distributed.

II. Progress Report Update: 

a. Federal Courthouse: The issue of the location of the federal courthouse was discussed at length.  Sue Benham informed the group that two appeals are currently underway: one to the GSA by a downtown bidder; and another to the GAO to review the process.  The City continues to work with Senator Boxer’s office to attempt to replicate the success in Fresno with their downtown courthouse.  The requirement is for 30,000 square feet for this project.
b. PBID: Bernie reported that the PBID process was delayed so the proponents can regroup and get more support before presenting it to the property owners for vote.  Phil Bentley, Bob Bell, John Sarad, and Bernie met recently about a better way to present this issue to property owners, and John was very cooperative in his comments.
III. New Business: 
a. Other Reports:  Donna Kunz presented the boards depicting the Mill Creek project.  The City competitively won a $5 million grant for a portion of this project, which will include commercial and housing (rentals; condos) components.  The area between Truxtun Avenue and California Avenue will be completed within five years.  The first residents will be moving in by June 1 in the new Cottages north of the Museum and Central Park.  Bernie agreed to host the neighbors when more people have moved in to welcome them to the area.
Donna also reported on the streetscape progress.  Chester Avenue between 24th Street and Garces Circle is under construction and will be completed within 45 days.  Two blocks of Baker Street will house 84 town homes/condos/lofts (a first for Bakersfield).  It will also include 40,000 square feet of commercial property, including a full service grocery store.

John Stinson reported on a $1.5 million grant from EPA to clean up the area south of the railroad tracks from “S” Street to Union Avenue.  This led to a discussion about the possible relocation of the Greyhound terminal to this area, which has easier freeway access as well as access to the Amtrak station.

Sheryl Barbich asked about the status of the metropolitan plan update.  John informed the group that $1 million is budgeted for the General Plan and for hiring additional planners.
IV. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 25, 2006 at 12:00 p.m. at the Bakersfield Museum of Art.  Please feel free to bring your lunch.
V. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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