MINUTES

DOWNTOWN VISION FORCE

Bakersfield Museum of Art – March 13, 2006

Present:  Sheryl Barbich; Cathy Butler; John Falgatter; Bernie Herman; Mike Russo; and John Stinson
Bernie Herman, Co-chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

I. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of October 17, 2005 were approved as distributed.

First Quarter Data:  The committee discussed the data pertaining to downtown which was derived from meetings and on-line responses as part of the first quarter report on Vision 2020.  The “themes” that appeared included:

· Parking was the number one issue (not enough free parking and not accessible enough);
· Streets were identified as an issue: crowded; one way;
· The number of transients was mentioned numerous times;
· The need for more retail and dining downtown was expressed;
· The Mill Creek project was mixed, with a number of people not understanding what it was.
It was agreed that there was a divergence of opinion from those responding.  In some case there was not enough of something, and in other cases there was too much of the same issue.  Cathy Butler suggested a model of downtown be developed to provide a visual picture for the community.  It was the consensus that photos of the city and the major projects be put on the web as part of the Vision Force report.  Bernie agreed to work with Donna Kunz to accomplish this.
II. Progress Report Update: Bernie reviewed the four key strategies the Vision Force had identified last year and asked about any changes needed.  No changes were identified in these priorities.
III. New Business: 
a. Federal Courthouse: The issue of the location of the federal courthouse was discussed at length.  Bernie shared a draft Opinion Letter that may be sent to The Californian on behalf of the Vision Force. As such, it cannot advocate, but rather educate the community about the expressed desires of the community that have been obtained through the years.  Concerns were raised as to why and how the downtown location has not been selected.  John Stinson will review Bernie’s draft letter with Alan Tandy and make any suggestions prior to its distribution.
b. PBID: Cathy Butler informed the group about the ongoing PBID process.  The next meeting is scheduled for this Wednesday, March 15.  it appears the voting is on the basis of square feet, and approval is obtained through just 50% plus 1.
c. Other Reports:  Sheryl Barbich reported that education was the number one priority of the community as part of the quarterly meetings/surveys, followed by air quality. She informed the group that Vision 2020 would be working with the County to modify the metropolitan general plan using the V2020 framework to involve members of the community more in the process.
IV. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 22, 2006 at 12:00 p.m. at the Bakersfield Museum of Art.

V. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.
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